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IN BRIEF: NEW ARMS RACE MADNESS
China has launched its first aircraft carrier, fuelling fear of an arms
race in the Far East. It is claimed, as always, to be purely for
defensive purposes. But, just as we ask about the UK's "defence"
spending, who is it defending against? Yes,  there are ongoing
disputes and rivalries in the area. Nevertheless no one is attacking,
threatening to attack, or can conceivably be expected to attack
China in the foreseeable future. Who would be stupid enough to
attack the world's most populous country, with the largest army?
The many millions of Chinese who still live in dire poverty, despite
the economic growth of recent years, could find much better uses
for the resources devoted to this and other military spending.

Meanwhile, in Geneva, the UN Conference on Disarmament (CD)
remains moribund. The prospective fourth special session on

disarmament of the General Assembly, which has been on its
agenda since the 1990s, has been mentioned several times recent-
ly, including by Sergio Duarte, UN High Representative for Disarma-
ment Affairs, but there is no political will to implement it. Yet in the
context of general disarmament negotiations, the incipient arms
race noted above and others around the world could perhaps be
prevented from escalating. The peace movement must continue to
make the case for disarmament as a crucial element if the quest
for peace. The CD should be at the heart of this process, rather
than engaging in interminable arguments on procedure. Actions, not
words, are needed. It has not been completely idle, however: In the
interests of economy, its officers have been instructed to limit
their reports to no more than 10,700 words!                           FJ
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